TDA

Composting


For this TDA, each training group is required to make a pile of compost by the end of PST. 
Process
1. Locate the pile in a shady spot (under a tree), in an area that has a nearby water source.
2. For the purposes of PST, you are going to make above-ground piles. (Yay! No digging!)
3. Mark out a 1m-square footprint on the ground.
4. Place a 10cm to 15cm layer of carbon material on the bottom. The more absorbent the material the better, as this layer will help retain moisture and nutrients that might otherwise leach out of the compost pile. Dry grass and roofing thatch tend to work well. Use any other carbon material that you can find if grass or thatch is not available.
5. Water the first layer until it is moist.
6. Place a 10cm to 15cm layer of nitrogen-rich material on top of the first layer.
7. Water until the second layer is moist.
8. Continue this process, alternating carbon-rich materials with nitrogen-rich materials until the pile is at least 1m cubed. The compost pile will work more efficiently if it is larger than 1m cubed, but it will not heat up adequately if it is smaller than 1m cubed.
9. Cover the pile with grass, soil, or plastic to hold in moisture. 
10. Drive a sharpened stick through the top of the pile all the way to ground level.
11. Pull the stick out daily to analyze the heat, moisture content, and smell of the pile.
12. Before the second composting tech visit (April 23), turn the compost pile. 
13. Before using the compost, sift it thoroughly and add any undigested material into the new pile. Common ways to sift compost include empty onion sacks, chicken-wire screens, or mason sifting screens.
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Reporting and Recording:

Record the date that you make and turn the compost pile, and record any changes to temperature, moisture, and smell that take place over the next few days and weeks. This data will be reported to the tech team.
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Maintenance:


Check the stick every day for moisture, heat, and smell. If the stick appears dry, water the pile until it is adequately moist. If the pile does not begin to heat up after three days, consult the “trouble shooting” portion of your Composting Handout. If you are still uncertain, contact a tech trainer to diagnose problems. 
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