	Handout 3: Vocabulary



Information: Vocabulary is very important to reading comprehension. Readers cannot understand what they are reading without knowing what most of the words mean. As children learn to read more advanced texts, they must learn the meaning of new words that are not part of their oral vocabulary.

Vocabulary instruction should include repetition and the exposure of students to a wide variety of texts and kinds of print whenever possible. Newspapers, books, magazines, and signs in shops and businesses are all useful for vocabulary learning.

There are two types of vocabulary learning: indirect and direct.

In indirect vocabulary learning, children learn the meanings of most words indirectly, through everyday experiences with oral and written language. 

Children learn word meanings indirectly in three ways:

They engage daily in oral language. Young children learn word meanings through conversations with other people, especially adults. As they engage in these conversations, children often hear adults repeat words several times. They also may hear adults use new and interesting words. 

Children learn word meanings from listening to adults read to them. Reading aloud is particularly helpful when the reader pauses during reading to define an unfamiliar word and, after reading, engages the child in a conversation about the book. 

They read extensively on their own. Children learn many new words by reading extensively on their own. The more children read on their own, the more words they encounter and the more word meanings they learn.

In direct vocabulary learning students learn difficult words, such as words that represent complex concepts that are not part of the students' everyday experiences. 

Direct instruction includes:

· Providing students with specific word instruction; and 

· Teaching students word learning strategies.

Description: Students can sometimes use context clues to figure out the meaning of an unfamiliar word they come across in their reading. Remind them that context clues are the words, phrases, and sentences surrounding an unfamiliar word that can give hints or clues to its meaning. Caution students that although these clues can prove to be helpful, they can sometimes be misleading.

Materials: Text or passage being used in class
Procedure: 

1. Teacher identifies a few difficult words in sentences of the passage and writes them on the blackboard.

Here is an example:

The constellation was visible at dusk, and Venus shone brightly. 

2. You can then ask, “What do you think constellation means?”
3. Tell students to look at the words around it and ask, “Are there clues? What is Venus? What time of day is dusk?” 
4. Wait for responses, and then ask, “Can you guess what a constellation is?”
5. If no answers are forthcoming, say “Constellation is a collection of stars in the sky.”


Description: A word wall is a systematically organized collection of key words from a unit of study. Usually a classroom contains a variety of word walls that are based on classroom needs (high frequency words, content words, etc.) and are interactive. The word wall is integrated into daily literacy activities, skills, and strategies. It provides ongoing support for a range of language learners.  
Materials: Paper, wall, tape or adhesive or chalk on a wall
Procedure: 
1. Use large black letters on pastel or white backgrounds.
2. Do not include too many words at one time. 
3. Do activities with the word wall each week, engaging all learners visually and kinesthetically (using movement – creating the word wall, pointing to the word wall).
4. Students should always be expected to spell and write the word wall words correctly during writing activities. 
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Description: While this can be done individually by students in writing when there are no notebooks or paper available, this activity can be a teacher lead activity done on the chalk board or on slates.
Materials: None
Procedure: 
1. Choose a word and write it on the blackboard like this: 
 Word: ______________
2.  The following is a set of comments that can be written on the blackboard or put in handout:

a. Things I know about this word: (this should include any descriptive information)

b. Draw a picture 

c. Examples (from own life)                                    
d. General category this word might belong in
e. Examples or other related words

f. My definition: ________________
3.  You can ask each student to read their definition or this can be done as a large group activity.  

4.  If the students cannot come up with the correct definition after moving through all these steps, you may need to think of additional hints.
 

Description: Helping new readers and writers develop and fully comprehend vocabulary is critical. By providing sentence stems, you are promoting full understanding of vocabulary, not just memorization. 
Materials: None
1. On the blackboard, list the following sentence stems below or come up with some of your own.
It’s sort of like ________________________________________________.

It looks like a __________________________________________________. 
It’s when you __________________________________________________. 
It’s where you go to ____________________________________________. 
It smells like __________________________________________________. 
You use it when you ____________________________________________. 


Description: The simplest way to expose students to new vocabulary is to take a walk in the village or community and read the signs at shops and businesses. Students can act as scribes and copy all the new vocabulary as you go or after you come back. Particularly in second language contexts, this vocabulary will need to be practiced. This new vocabulary is useful for spelling lists, quiz-me cards and story creation.
Materials: None

Procedure:

1. Walk to a particular place (like the grocer or cobbler) to learn new specific vocabulary or take a walk and note whatever you stumble upon that is written.

2. Students can all copy down the new vocabulary or a few students can be scribes for the entire class.


Description: Practicing new words is essential for integrating new words into a student’s vocabulary. With quiz-me cards, students can have any peer, family member or adult quiz them. 

Materials: Cards examples below
Procedure:
1. Students write a word on one side of an index or small card and the definition on the other side. They could also write the word in an exercise book or on a slate.
2. Another adaptation is to put 2-5 lines underneath each vocabulary word, and each time the student gets the definition correct, a peer or adult can sign underneath. When the student has the card signed s/he can turn it in to the teacher.
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