	Handout 4: Spelling



Information: Reading and writing are both thinking processes that are concerned with constructing meaning. By reading, we are able to see how writing “works” and in writing we are able to continue to develop vocabulary and the conventions for writing. Games and activities that build vocabulary increase the range of words your child will know to write with depth.
Young students sometimes find it difficult making the transition from speaking to writing. Speaking is easy for most children. But when writing becomes part of a child’s world, there are conventions that suddenly come into play - - punctuation, spelling, grammar. The best way to teach writing to young children is by continually reading to them. Have discussions about what you are reading together and how it is written. Pick a favorite story and have them notice and pick out punctuation marks, proper nouns or multi-syllable words. Breaking down a section of a story this way helps children to make the connection between reading and writing.

Write regularly across the content/curriculum and grade levels.

Writing regularly for different purposes will help students develop as writers and can also help them learn in any study area. Teachers include writing not merely to help students develop communication skills but to promote learning and thinking.

Even students in the early grades can begin to write, using whatever they have learned about printed text to help them make meaning. It is especially important for young students to write frequently. The point is that students need to engage in composing their thoughts, not merely completing skills exercises and copying in preparation for some later day when they actually will write.

Authentic writing helps. Young writers are aided when they write about things meaningful to them or ideas they themselves have created about a topic or interest area. Use Language Experience Approach-LEA- (explained below) to help new writers create authentic texts.


Description: Language Experience Approach is one way to have students create their own reading and writing materials. The method draws on children’s firsthand experiences that are either naturally occurring or are planned. Eventually, the use of dictated accounts is reduced and eliminated as students use other-author texts to refine and extend their reading skills and increase their expressive skills with more complex and challenging writing and speaking activities. 

An important advantage to this approach is that, from the start, students learn to recognize words in print that are orally very familiar to them. For many students, learning to read their own words, in the meaningful context of their own dictated accounts, is easier than grappling with the unfamiliar language and contexts of a published reading program.

Because students compose the account, comprehension is inherent to their interaction with the text, leading them to expect written language to make sense. As a result of the LEA experience, students expect other-author texts to contain meaningful ideas and understandable language. Dictation also develops and strengthens students’ skill at composing their thoughts in writing. Reading skills and composing skills develop in tandem in an LEA program. 

The flexible nature of LEA allows each teacher to tailor instruction to the specific interests and needs of individual students. For example, students’ personal and cultural backgrounds are readily reflected in their dictated accounts and in their writing, especially when they are encouraged to base their accounts on their experiences outside of school. 

Materials: Paper for writing (Post Adaptation might be slate, blackboard or exercise book) 
Procedure: 
1. Create a shared experience: going for a walk, having a guest come into the class, reading a book together.

2. The group then talks about the experience: you should ask questions and point things out. The students’ understanding of the experience is deepened while oral vocabulary and language skills are developed and reinforced.

3. As students formulate and express their ideas, you can  guide them in creating a dictated account. Students offer statements that they want included in the account, or the teacher selects statements from the ongoing conversation and suggests that they be used. 
4. You then record the students’ statements on paper, constructing the text while the students watch. Seeing their words written down, students connect what they just said to what appears on the paper.
5. As you record the experience, s/he should take the opportunity to talk about written language and demonstrate various concepts of print (letter and sound names, left to right, right to left or up and down, capital and lowercase letters, whole words or symbols, etc.).
6. Read the completed account to the students, modeling the sound of fluent, expressive reading. Students then read it several times, with teacher help as needed, until they become familiar with it.
7. With the teacher’s guidance, students learn to recognize specific words from the account and develop the decoding skills of context, phonics, and structural analysis, using the account as a resource. Students may also write their own thoughts to supplement and extend the dictation.
8. Students create and work with a new dictated account each week while continuing to work with past dictated accounts to strengthen their reading and writing skills and to build confidence.
The process of writing is complicated:
	TASK
	SKILLS NEEDED

	MECHANICS OF WRITING 

	Ability to write letters of the alphabet


	Understand the symbols

Alphabetic principle (letters represent speech sounds)

Memory of the letters of the alphabet

Fine motor skills (handwriting ability)



	Spelling
	Sound-symbol connection

Knowledge of spelling conventions and patterns

Memory for any irregular spelling (for your language)



	Vocabulary
	Memory for words

Some comprehension

Strategies for learning new vocabulary


	Grammar/syntax/semantics
	Understanding of grammatical patterns

Memory of syntax patterns (for your language)



	Punctuation/capitalization
	Memory for punctuation types, capitalization rules and  other punctuation (as it applies to your language)

Understanding of punctuation types and capitalization rules


	WRITING PROCESS

	Acquire knowledge
	Auditory, nonverbal and reading comprehension

Short- and long-term memory



	Retrieve knowledge
	Short- and long-term memory (working memory)

Taking thoughts and ideas and turning them into language



	Plan the written text
	Understand purpose and goals of writing

Knowledge of planning processes and steps to text creation



	Construct the text


	Understand and apply conventions of text:

· Words, topic-centered sentences

· Organization of information (often culturally specific)

· Situation and genre specific (a thank you note versus a cover letter for a job)



	Edit the text
	Ability to see errors and places for improvement





Description: The following list (in English) references the most commonly used and learned words in the English language often as sight words (meaning not sounded out but memorized). 

Many languages have such a list. You can easily create your own list in the language you use to teach sight words and spelling lists or if none exists, you can create your own lists with words in the local language and the language of instruction. For Volunteers, it’s a great way to enhance their own vocabulary in a new language.

Materials: List of 100 words

Procedure:
1.  Find the first hundred most common sight words for memorization and recreate a grid like the sample below.
	 List 1
	List 2
	List 3
	List 4

	he
	or


	will
	number

	of
	one
	up
	no

	and
	had
	other
	way

	a
	by
	about
	could

	to
	words
	out
	people

	in
	but
	many
	my

	is
	not
	then
	than

	you
	what
	them
	first

	that
	all
	these
	water

	it
	were
	so
	been

	he
	we
	some
	called

	was
	when
	her
	who

	for
	your
	would
	oil

	on
	can
	make
	sit

	are
	said
	like
	now

	as
	there
	him
	find

	with
	use
	into
	long

	his
	an
	time
	down

	they
	each
	has
	day

	I
	which
	look
	did

	at
	she
	two
	get

	be
	do
	more
	come

	this
	how
	write
	made

	have
	their
	go
	may

	from
	if
	see
	part



These examples are used with permission from http://www.makingbooks.com/freeprojects.shtml and are available for download as a PDF.
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I like accordion books because you can stand them up and view all the pages at once. This makes them great for displays and exhibits. Accordion books have a rich history around the world. They are made in many parts of Asia, including China, Japan, Korea, Thailand, India and Burma. They were also the book form of the Aztecs and Maya in Mexico and Central America. Book artists frequently experiment with the form. 

You Need:
* One long, narrow piece of paper (I use the front panel of a grocery bag cut in half the long way or a piece of used paper with writing on one side folded in half so that the writing is on the inside.) 
* Front or back panel of a cereal or cracker box or card stock or poster board
* Glue stick and scrap paper 


1. Fold the paper in half. 
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2. Take the top layer of paper, flip the edge back to meet the fold, and crease.
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3. Turn the paper over, flip the edge of the paper back to meet the fold, and crease. 
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4. Lift the first page, insert scrap paper, and cover the entire surface with a thin coat of glue by starting in the middle and making stripes up and then down. 
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5. Place the folded pages, glue side down, on one corner of the cereal box. Leave a very narrow border on the outside edges. 
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6. Remove the scrap paper and fold it in half with the glue on the inside.


7. Complete the cover by trimming the cereal box so that there is an even narrow border all around. 
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8. Using the cover you have already made as a guide, cut a second cover. 
9. Using scrap paper put glue on the other side of the pages and place the cover on top. 


10. Open the book and smooth the first and last pages with the palm of your hand to help the glue adhere.
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Palm leaf books are the traditional book form of India, Indonesia, and Southeast Asia. Their long narrow shape comes from the shape of the palm leaf. The leaves have one, two, or three holes and are strung together on a cord. Knots, rings, beads or coins at each end of the cord keep the book together. This book has only one hole and uses cereal or cracker box cardboard for the pages. The book is read by flipping the pages. I usually write only on the front side of the pages. 


You Need:
* Front or back panel cardboard from cereal or cracker box 
* One piece of cord (yarn, string, crochet cotton), 12" long
* Two beads with large holes (I use plastic pony beads), buttons, or plastic bread closures
* Hole punch 


Making the Book:
1. Place the cardboard in front of you so that it is taller than wide. At the center of the bottom edge, push the punch in as far as it will go and punch a hole. 

2. Make one palm leaf page by cutting above the hole so that the hole is in the center of the page from top to bottom. Use this as a guide to cut the rest and punch holes. 
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3. Tie a bead to one end of the thread with the bead inside the knot. Tie another knot to make it a double knot.
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4. Starting with the end of the cord without a bead, push the cord through the holes in the pages. The cord can be strung through the holes one page at a time or all at once if the holes are aligned. 

5. On the other end of the cord, tie a double knot with the bead inside.
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6. To close the book: Pull the cord so that the front bead is resting against the front of the book. Wrap the cord around the book and tuck the back bead under the cord. 
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Description: Knowing the letters of the alphabet is important for decoding and writing skill development.
Materials: Paper, slates, blackboard, exercise book or any scrap paper with one blank side

Procedure:

1.   You should introduce alphabet letter names in a logical manner for recognition, sound and name understanding.
2. Each class and curriculum will have their own pace at which they introduce letters.
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Description: Providing some of the content is a good way to help students generate writing. Once they get writing, they will be able to produce it without the sentence support.
Materials: Paper and pencils
Procedure:
1. Create starter sentences like the examples below that can be finished by new writers. Be sure to use known topics.
Ants get angry when  





Babies like to 




Overview of Literacy Element: Writing








#1: Language Experience Approach - LEA





Writing








#2: First Hundred Words





Writing








#3: Book Making





Writing








#4: Copying the Alphabet





Writing








#5: Finish a Sentence





Writing











Childhood Literacy: Comprehension – Writing  

Name________________________ Date_________

A a

A A A A A

a a a a a


Name________________________ Date_________

B b

B B B B B

b b b b b


