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Small scale farmers in the Western Highlands of Gomba have been growing coffee as their primary commercial crop for many years. Coffee trees are planted both on steep slopes and in bottom lying areas. The trees are shade-grown in intercropped tree stands with macadamia trees, which also provide important income to local farmers. 
Indigenous communities of seasonal laborers migrate to the highlands each year to plant, prune, water, and fertilize the trees and harvest the highly valued arabica coffee berries. Younger women who have yet to marry and establish families make up the majority of the seasonal labor. They provide vital income to the economic well-being and survival of their families. The beans are cleaned and sold to local wholesalers who have a full monopoly over the price and purchase of the beans due to the remoteness and inaccessibility of the coffee farms due to very poor dirt roads. The roads are periodically washed out due to intense seasonal flash floods. The bridges in many of the areas are of very poor quality and are sometimes destroyed during the intense seasonal rains.
Farmers who own the trees access micro-credit loans from a regional agricultural cooperative to pay for inputs in fertilizer, spraying, tree seedlings, and seasonal labor. In recent years, an increase in flash flooding has led to several landslides in the area and a significant loss of both coffee and macadamia trees. As a result, micro-credit loans have become harder to obtain due to the loss of coffee harvests and the increasing inability of farmers to pay back their loans. 
Coffee is highly sensitive to changes in rainfall and temperature, both of which have been increasing in the region over the past decade. Farmers have noted that temperatures are also rising at higher mountain altitudes, having a negative effect on their coffee yields. In years of extreme flooding and landslides, seasonal laborers have been forced to abandon the area, returning early to their home communities in search of other short-term employment. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Flash floods have been occurring with more regularity and intensity, creating more devastation and loss of coffee harvests for the farmers. There is concern that if this trend continues, the arabica crop could become unavailable in the region.
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