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In accordance with MS 220, 3.3.2, the Offices of Safety and Security and Global Operations restrict 
Volunteer travel to North Korea until further notice. 
 
For additional information, please consult the Department of State Travel Warning issued on May 16, 
2016 at www.travel.state.gov. 
 
 

The State Department strongly urges U.S. citizens to avoid all travel to North Korea due to the serious 
risk of arrest and long-term detention under North Korea’s system of law enforcement, which imposes 

unduly harsh sentences, including for actions that in the United States would not be considered crimes… 
 

At least 14 U.S. citizens have been detained in the DPRK in the past ten years.  North Korea has detained 
those who traveled independently and those who were part of organized tours.  Being a member of a 
group tour or using a tour guide will not prevent North Korean authorities from detaining or arresting 
you.  Efforts by private tour operators to prevent or resolve past detentions of U.S. citizens in the DPRK 

have not been successful. 
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