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In accordance with MS 220, 3.3.2, the Offices of Safety and Security and Global Operations restrict 
Volunteer travel to Yemen until further notice. 
 
For additional information, please consult the Department of State Travel Warning issued on June 28, 
2016 at www.travel.state.gov. 
 
 
The U.S. Department of State warns U.S. citizens against all travel to Yemen because of the high security 

threat level posed by ongoing conflict and terrorist activities… 

On February 11, 2015 due to the deteriorating security situation in Sanaa, the Department of State 

suspended embassy operations and U.S. Embassy Sanaa American staff have been relocated out of the 

country. All consular services, routine and/or emergency, have been suspended until further notice. The 

Department urges U.S. citizens to defer travel to Yemen and those U.S. citizens currently living in Yemen 

to depart when they are able to safely do so. 

The level of instability and ongoing threats, including the threat of kidnapping, in Yemen is severe. In 

March 2015, a Saudi-led coalition initiated an air campaign in support of the exiled Yemeni government. 

While a nationwide cessation of hostilities has largely held since April 10, pockets of violence persist and 

the country remains deeply insecure.  Periodic armed conflict and shelling continues in certain areas 

across the country. There are reports of land mines being placed in areas vacated by withdrawing forces. 

The military conflict has also significantly damaged infrastructure, limiting the availability of electricity, 

clean water, and medical care, and causing travel by internal roads to be dangerous. This instability 

often hampers the ability of humanitarian organizations to deliver critically needed food, medicine, and 

water. 

We have received recent reports of U.S. citizens and other foreigners, including aid workers, being 

detained and kidnapped in Yemen. We warn all U.S. citizens considering traveling to Yemen, even with 

an established aid organization, of the risks of detention and kidnapping. This risk has not been 

mitigated by the cessation of hostilities currently in place. 

http://www.travel.state.gov/

