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Feedback and Error Correction
Considerations how to adjust for YLs

As we learned before, grammar is “noticed” (Cameron, 2001; Pinter, 2008). As Cameron (2003) stated: “…children see the foreign language ‘from the inside’ and try to find meaning in how the language is used in action, in interaction, and with intention, rather than ‘from the outside’ as a system and form.”

This means that focus on grammatical points or error correction based on attention to form will not be effective with young learners. In fact, children will speak out more and try out language more if they feel comfortable. Through meaningful, accurate input and meaningful repetition and practice, you will have success with young learners.

Approach for Young Learners
· Do not discourage them through explicit error correction
· Most classroom communication is meaning-focused
· Young learner teachers usually use: recasting/modeling or clarification request
· Choral repetition used often in YL classes

Suggested video: https://youtu.be/QaI5HpCfcbw
This video is called Get Young Learners Talking. It was produced at George Mason University for the Teaching English to Young Learners online course. This course is part of the AE E-Teacher Program sponsored by the U.S. Department of State and administered by FHI 360. CC BY 4.0

Example 1 – For very young learners:

Use a puppet to make error correction fun and effective.
· Meaning-focused error correction 
· Correcting errors with a puppet
· Choral repetition

Grammar point: Irregular past tense of to go.
Demonstrate with a puppet. You can buy a puppet or make a puppet with a sock or paper bag. Also put up pictures of places that students might have gone to over the weekend (e.g., park, store, market, toy store, mall, etc.). Be sure you have locations that are relevant to your context. You could also have students draw a picture of where they went over the weekend.

Peppito the Puppet: Hello kids! Hello, Ms. Shin!
Teacher: Hello, Peppito! What did you do yesterday?
Peppito: Yesterday I goed to the park. (You can exaggerate “goed”)
Teacher: Kids, is that correct?
Kids: No!
Teacher: What should Peppito say? (pause and wait for kids to answer)
Kids: (various answers)
Teacher: Is it goed or went? Peppito?
Peppito: Yesterday, I went to the park.
Teacher: Kids, is that correct?
Kids: Yes!
Teacher: Let’s all say it together. Repeat after me. Yesterday, I went to the park.
Kids and Peppito: Yesterday, I went to the park.
Teacher: Kids, what did you do yesterday?


Example 2 – For older young learners:

Provide students choices when correcting errors.
· Meaning-focused error correction
· Does not explicitly or individually correct an error
· Gives students a model to follow

Correct students while they are practicing language in context. See example below.
========================================================================
WH QUESTIONS—PRACTICE 1
Make questions replacing the underlined word with…
Who
What
When
Where
How
1. My favorite sport is tennis.
2. I live in Kiev.
3. My favorite food is rice and beans.
4. Blue is my favorite color.
5. I am nine years old.
6. Selena Gomez is my favorite singer.
7.  My name is Ahmed.
8. Taking selfies is my favorite hobby.
9. My birthday is February 29, 2008.
10. Sushi is my favorite food.
========================================================================

In this example, notice that the teacher is providing feedback by giving students a choice of “my/your” in order to make a correction without stopping the activity completely.

Teacher:	Jina, read number 1.
Jina:		My favorite sport is tennis.
Teacher:	Class, what is the question?
Yong:		What is my favorite sport?
Teacher:	(Writing on board while saying it out loud: “What is my/your favorite sport?”)
		What is my or your favorite sport?
		Class, which one is correct? Right! What is your favorite sport?
		Repeat after me: What is your favorite sport? 

