SESSION 8
Designing Communicative Grammar Lessons
Example for Young Learners

(Example is based on the activity found in Session 8)


MAY I ASK YOU SOME QUESTIONS? 
MOTIVATION: WH- QUESTIONS 

To start the class, ask one of your stronger students several WH questions. Stress the WH-word you choose and when the student gives an answer, echo the student response emphasizing the word that answered the WH-question.
When with the whole class brainstorm information that people often ask questions about.   For example:  What is your name?  How old are you?   What is your hobby?  
Then ask students to ask you questions.  Questions about anything they want (if they ask something embarrassing you can make up a less embarrassing answer ). Scaffold them to make well-structured sentences.
Compliment the students on their good questions and then move on to the dialogue.

FOR YOUNG LEARNERS
WH QUESTIONS DIALOGUE:  MAY I ASK YOU SOME QUESTIONS?

++ May I ask you some questions?
## Yes, sure.
++ What is your name?
## My name is Juan.
++ Where do you live?
## I live in New York City
++ How old are you?
## I am 10 years old.
++ When is your birthday?
## My birthday is March 14, 2007.
++ What is your favorite food?
## My favorite food is pizza.
++ What is your favorite hobby?
## My favorite hobby is playing video games.
++What is your favorite sport?
## My favorite sport is soccer.
++Who is your favorite singer?
## My favorite singer is Taylor Swift.
++ I see.  Thank you.  Do you have any questions for me?
## Just one.  Who are you? 


WH QUESTIONS
Note: For young learners, it is not effective to spend time reviewing grammar and teaching it explicitly. This page is a good reference for teachers, but do not present it to young learners. Instead, find ways to present and practice the language in context.

WHAT									general –about things
				What time is it?	
				What’s your name?
				
WHAT….LIKE?								describe
				What’s the weather like?
				What’s your teacher like? 
WHEN									at what time
				When do you go to school?
				When is your birthday?
WHERE									in what place
				Where do you live?
				Where’s the nearest Metro station?
HOW									to what degree
				How old are you?
				How tall are you>
				


WH QUESTIONS—PRACTICE 1
Make questions replacing the underlined word with…
Who
What
When
Where
How
1. My favorite sport is tennis.
2. I live in Kiev.
3. My favorite food is rice and beans.
4. Blue is my favorite color.
5. I am nine years old.
6. Selena Gomez is my favorite singer.
7.  My name is Ahmed.
8. Taking selfies is my favorite hobby.
9. My birthday is February 29, 2008.
10. Sushi is my favorite food.







WH QUESTIONS—PRACTICE 2
Answer each question based on your life. Prepare to say your answers out loud.
++ May I ask you some questions?
## Yes, sure.
++ What is your name?
## My name is ________________.
++ Where do you live?
## I live in ________________.
++ How old are you?
## I am ________________.
++ When is your birthday?
## My birthday is ________________.
++ What is your favorite food?
## My favorite food is ________________.
++ What is your favorite hobby?
## My favorite hobby is ________________.
++What is your favorite sport?
## My favorite sport is ________________.
++Who is your favorite singer?
## My favorite singer is ________________.
++ I see.  Thank you.  Do you have any questions for me?
## Just one.  Who are you? 



WH QUESTIONS –COMMUNICATIVE ACTIVITIES
Note: Children need plenty of practice with the language. They cannot necessarily sustain a long, independent conversation yet. However, you can provide them an opportunity to have a meaningful dialogue with answers that connect to their real lives. The following are activities that you can do with your young learners.
(a) Concentric Circles
This activity helps students practice asking and answering questions. In addition, it gets young learners up out of their seats. This helps students gain both fluency and accuracy. They will practice the language almost like a drill, but they will have different partners and learn about each other in this fast-paced, meaningful activity.
Step 1: Write the questions on the board, or put up a poster with the questions written on them. Make sure they are numbered, so you can call out the number.
For example:	1. What is your name?
		2. Where do you live?
		3. How old are you?
		Etc…
Step 2: The teacher should set students up into two concentric circles. The inside circle faces out. The outer circle faces in. Each student should be paired with another student. If you have an odd number, the teacher should pair up with a student. 
Step 3: Inner circle asks the questions. Outer circle answers to the questions. When the teacher blows a whistle or rings a bell, students switch partners by stepping to the right. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Step 4: The teacher starts with Question 1: What is your name? Inner circle asks the question. Outer circle answers the question. Teacher blows the whistle. Students step to the right. Inner circle asks Question 1. Outer circle answers Question 1.
Step 5: After students go ask and answer Question 1 with everyone, the teacher will have students ask and answer Question 2. 
Step 6: Keep repeating until all of the questions have been asked and answered. Then switch and have the outer circle ask the questions and the inner circle answer the questions. 
Alternative activity: Inner circle asks more than one question to outer circle before switching partners. It depends on the number of students and students’ proficiency levels.
(b) Who Am I?
Step 1: Students answer the questions by writing complete sentences in the right column. See below for a model of the handout. 
	
What is your name?

	


	
Where do you live?

	


	
How old are you?

	


	
What is your favorite food?

	


	
What is your favorite hobby?

	


	
What is your favorite sport?

	


	
Who is your favorite singer?

	


	
	Who am I?
____________________________




Step 2: Students fold on the dotted line to hide the name. They they fold the paper in half, so only the answers are showing. 
Step 3: The teacher collects the papers and hands them out to students. Students read the answers and guess who it is.
Step 4: Teacher calls on students one by one, so they can take turns asking questions to their classmates. For example, a student might ask “Juan, what is your favorite hobby?” Juan’s answer will help students narrow down their guesses. 
Step 5: After every student has had at least one turn to ask a question, have students write their guesses in the blank “Who am I?” Then they can check their guess by unfolding the paper.
(c) Star Interview
To practice using questions, students prepare a role play. They will be a reporter and a famous star (e.g., actor, singer, athlete, cartoon character, superhero). Students create a dialogue using the questions. They can look up on the internet or make up answers to the questions based on what they know about their favorite star. When they perform their interview, you can take a video, so students can watch their performance.
Sample dialogue:
Interviewer:	Hello, Taylor! Thanks for joining us. May I ask you some questions?
Taylor Swift:	Yes, sure.
Interviewer:	Where do you live?
Taylor Swift:	I live in New York City.
Interviewer: 	How old are you?
Taylor Swift: 	I am 27 years old.
Interviewer:	When is your birthday?
Taylor Swift:	My birthday is December 13, 1989.
Interviewer:	What is your favorite food?
Taylor Swift:	My favorite food is cinnamon rolls.
Interviewer:	What is your favorite hobby?
Taylor Swift:	My favorite hobby is writing songs.
Interviewer:	Who is your favorite singer?
Taylor Swift:	My favorite singer is me!
Interviewer: 	I see.  Thank you.  Do you have any questions for me?
Taylor Swift:	Just one.  Who are you?
