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Wash area construction is an easy, low cost way to reduce stagnant water (mosquito breeding grounds).
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When are wash areas the right solution?  

Wash areas eliminate areas of stagnant water typically found around your pumps or wells due to women washing clothes and then dumping their wash water onto the ground.

Materials: For constructing one wash area 3m x 3m

(cost will vary based on location/materials available)

Funding typically required:



Typical village contribution:
Cement (4 bags per area) 22,000 CFA

sand (donkey cart)       2,500 CFA

Mason 
salary

       4,500 CFA

large rocks (2 donkey carts) 5,000
2m x 2m sheet of plastic      500 CFA


old mosquito netting 
1,000 CFA

3m PVC pipe (53cm dia)    1,500 CFA

unskilled labor

5,000 CFA      

Total funding ~
      28,500   CFA
            Total contribution ~ 13,500 CFA (47%)
Tools: Shovels or dabas for mixing concrete, buckets, concrete smoothing tools, string to square off area, saw to cut PVC pipe, sand sifter  

Construction:
1. Dig out wash area.  Wash area border should be 10cm deep and approximately 50 cm wide.  (See photo 1 on the following page).
2. Dig the soak pit and channel to the soak pit.  The soak pit should be about 1 meter square and one meter in depth.  If the soil is too rocky to achieve the one meter depth, slice the PVC pipe to allow water to drain out before entering the soak pit and wrap the pipe in old mosquito netting (see photos 2 and 3).  Wrap the drain end of the pipe (in the wash area) with mosquito netting to catch debris. The channel must slop slightly downward.

3. Mix concrete (20 buckets of sand to approximately 1.5 bags of cement).  Lay a thin layer of concrete into the trench around the wash area.  Begin placing the large rocks to form the edge.  Fill in the gaps with smaller rocks. Mortar rocks into place. (photo 4)

4. Position the PVC pipe and fill in the area around the pipe with rocks and sand.  Fill in the soak pit with large clean rocks.  Cover the soak pit with plastic and a layer of dirt.  (photo 5)

5. Prepare the inside of the wash area.  Sweep the area clean and remove any rocks.  Sprinkle with water.  Apply a layer of concrete to the floor.  Stamp down and smooth out.  Be sure to have the floor slope slightly toward the drain.  Secure the mouth of the pipe with concrete.  Mix a cement soup (cement and water) to smooth out the final surface.  Use any extra concrete to refinish the sides of the wash area.  Water three times a day for 4-5 days before allowing the village to use the area.
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Contacts:
Jacqueline Simonis, PCV Sikasso (412.93.80)

Michele Lehman, PCV Sikasso (515.29.88)
Adama Water Sanitation Trainer (606.65.26)

Dr. Haoua Traoré, Water Sanitation APCD (675.21.92)
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