
	Handout 2: Print Awareness & Knowledge Activities



Description: Students can match up pictures, words and letters to understand the differences between single letters, words and pictures that represent the sound. 
Materials: Individual cards with pictures, letters and words

Procedure: 

1. Create letter, word and picture cards to help students begin to understand the differences between single letters, words and the pictures that represent them.

2. Begin simply by using beginning letters like the samples below. As students begin to recognize more letters, you can ask them to identify middle and end letters.

3. Begin by showing the picture of the snake and asking the students, “What letter does the word snake start with?”

4. After the “s” letter is identified, show the written word snake and ask for a volunteer to read the word.  You can also ask students to identify the other letters in the word if you think they can do so.
Sample: Here are two examples; make more for your own use. 

Remember to create them in the language that students use in school and to use images they will easily recognize.
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Description: Use cards to help students recognize letters and words by showing and asking different questions.

Materials: Cards with words or sentences on them

Procedure: 

1. Create cards like the ones below. You can also create individual letter cards and put them together to form words. Remember to create them in the language students use (in school and/or at home).  

2. Make sure to use words that students are familiar with.

3. Ask students: How many letters in each word?  Ask students to name the letters and count the letters on your fingers for the class to see.
Sample:


4. How many words in the sentence?





Description: It is important to teach the basics of books. Highlight features of books to help students understand how books are organized. 

Materials: Children’s books

Procedure: 

1. Choose a well known and loved children’s book (any book will do but if the children like it they will be more engaged in the activity).
2. Begin by reading the book’s title and use your finger to point out the words. You can also mention the illustrator if the book has pictures. Be sure to explain what an author is and what an illustrator is.
3. Show the directionality of the print (left to right, right to left, up, down).
4. Show that the pages are numbered.

5. Explain the role of pictures or graphics to help gain meaning.

Description: It is important to teach the basics of books. Highlight features of books to help students understand how books are organized. 

Materials: Children’s books with easy-to-read large print and predictable words in the text
Procedure: 

1. Highlight the title, author and illustrator before you read. 

2. Read the book and use your finger to point as you go along. 


Description: Big books are large versions of smaller books. Big books can be made and do not need to be bought, depending on the context. Because everything is bigger, it is easy to work in a large group and help children notice and learn to recognize words that occur frequently, such as a, the, is, was, and you (these are English examples).
Materials: In low-resource settings, you may need to be creative to create a big book by using cardboard and recycled paper or even newspapers you collect from the capital city.

Procedure: 

1. Read the book and draw attention to letters and punctuation marks within the story (regardless of the language the story is written in).


Description: Make labels of words or letters for classroom objects and places.

Materials: Index cards or pieces of paper/cardboard, tape

Procedure: 

1. Attach labels with words and pictures to objects and places in the classroom.
2. As a way to practice reading these labels and also to give students opportunities to move, have volunteers get up from their seats, move to the labeled item and read it out loud to the class.

3. Be sure to review these labels at least once each day. 

Description: Help children understand the relationship between spoken and written word by explicitly making connections between the two.

Materials: Books

Procedure: 

1.  Using a page of a book, encourage/support students to find the letters that make up their names.

Sample:  Say, “Look at this word, 'big.' It begins with the same letter as the name of someone in this room, 'Benjamin."

Description: Explore students’ level of awareness to inform your activities. 

Materials: Books

Procedure: Use a storybook and ask students to show you:

· The front of the book

· The title of the book

· Where you should begin reading

· A letter

· A word

· The first word of a sentence

· The last word of a sentence

· The first and last word on a page

· Punctuation marks

· A capital letter (if applicable)

· A lowercase letter

· The back of the book 


Description: This is a print and word awareness activity. This works in any language and requires very little preparation. Students learn that sentences are made up of words. They also practice listening for small segments of language.

Materials: Counters such as buttons, pebbles, paperclips or other small items
Procedure:

1. Give each student a pile of counters. 

2. Tell the class that they are going to count the words in some sentences.

3. Say a simple sentence such as, “I have three books.” 

4. Have students put down a counter for each word that is heard. 

5. Say the sentence again, and ask how many words they think are in the sentence. 

6. Continue with a few different sentences, using longer sentences when the class seems ready.

s





snake





d





dog
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cat





snake





dog





Cats meow.





The farmer plants corn.





Jojo walks to school.
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#1:  Letter Cards





#2:  Recognizing Letters and Words





#3:  Teach the organization of books
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#4:  Read to students
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#5:  Big Books
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#6:  Classroom Labeling
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#7:  Promote spoken and written relationship
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#8:  Assessing Print Awareness





#9:  How many words?
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