	Handout 3: Alphabet Knowledge Activities



Description: This game builds alphabet knowledge and letter recognition. 
Materials: Bingo cards. How this activity will be done in the classroom depends upon the availability of paper to make the bingo cards. Ideally each child would have a card with all the letters on it but small groups of four to five children could share one card, or the whole class could do this exercise with the letters put onto the chalk board or a child’s slate to resemble a bingo card.
Procedure:

1. Make bingo sheets (example attached here) with only four or five rows at the most. Scramble the letters and randomly assign them to the cards.
2. Laminate the cards (or use clear tape or contact paper) for reuse.

3. Pass out the bingo cards and pebbles, shells or anything small that can cover the letters. 
(If using the chalk board or individual slates, you will want to cross out the letters as they are called out. For individual slates, you will want to collect them and draw the cards or have a few students draw the cards on all the slates. It’s important that each bingo card be the same.)

4. Explain to the students how bingo works. 

5. Call out letters randomly.

6. The first student to get “bingo,” four (or five depending on the rows) across, horizontally, or down wins.

7. If you like, you can check the winner's answers at the end.

8. As an added step, you can ask the class to recite the letter sound after each letter is called out.
Sample Bingo Cards for Letter Bingo
Reminder: Cards should be printed in the language(s) students are learning or that they speak.
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Description: This game helps children recognize and use letters and letter sounds and also helps children increase their vocabulary. This example is in English, use the language(s) students speak and/or are learning in school.

Materials: None
Procedure:

1. Begin with letters you are introducing during the week. Do not ask children for too big a range of letters (example below is letters A-F) so that they can have success and also think carefully about beginning letter sounds.

2. Tailor the questions to fit your context and the children you are working with.

3. When you begin playing this game, show the letters for each question so that children can make the letter name-recognition connection. 

Sample questions (in English):

1. Name a fruit that begins with A.

Apple begins with A.

2. Name an animal that begins with B.

Bear begins with B. 
3. Name a country that begins with C.

4. Name an instrument that begins with D.

5. Name a body part that begins with E.

6. Name a sport that begins with F.

Activity: Letter recognition
Description: Letter sheets like the one below can be developed for letter recognition as well as beginning writing instruction.

Materials: Alphabet line worksheets. An alternative could be to make an individual white board for each letter. Mount one of the worksheets on a piece of cardboard, and then cover with clear tape. Use dry erase markers for students to practice writing each letter; they are able to wipe it and exchange for a new letter to practice. 
Procedure:
1. Ask students to write the letters you are introducing in the classroom.


[image: image1.emf]Name________________ ___ _____ Date________ _   A a A  A A A A   a  a a a a  

 
Name________________________ Date_________

B b
B B B B B
b b b b b

Description: This is a simple and effective way to help students recognize letters and equate them with letter sounds.

Materials: A pre-made alphabet line. This can be put onto the top of the blackboard or created on cardboard or other paper.
Procedure:

1. Choose your design, a single line with all the letters in your chosen alphabet and/or single letters on separate cards (see samples)

a. Letters should be copied neatly and carefully, paying attention to local conventions of print. (You may ask a local person with good handwriting to do it for you.)

b. Depending on the language, you can show print, script or both, according to what is seen in the environment and how the language is traditionally taught.

2. Carefully write your letters in dark marker.

3. Laminate the line or cards (if possible).
Sample Alphabet Line in English 
Individual cards:

Sample Cyrillic Alphabet (http:russianreport.files.wordpress.com/2008/04/Cyrillic-alphabet-chart1.jpg)


4. Note: While in the U.S. we often see fancy alphabet lines made from animals, butterflies and such, those kinds of designs are not recommended as a letter recognition tool because it may prove confusing for children unused to seeing print.
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