	Handout 5: Writing



Information: As children have more experiences with words, they begin to notice patterns in the way letters are used as well as recurring sequences of letters that form syllables, word endings, word roots, prefixes, and suffixes.

Spelling must be taught. Children do not automatically understand how to spell. The three teaching components include:

· Alphabetic principle – knowledge of which individual letters match up to sounds, in the correct sequence (for example, in the word “cup” each sound is represented by a single letter).

· Pattern information – which groups of letters function as a pattern to represent sounds (Examples of patterns would include: CVC (Consonant/Vowel/Consonant) pattern to form short vowels (e.g., the word cat) or patterns to form long vowels (e.g., the words same or meat).

· Meaning information – which groups of letters represent the meaning. (The prefix re- as in redo, means to do again.)
Invented spelling is the first stage children go through when learning to spell. Once a child knows all the letters of the alphabet and can associate the correct sounds with the letters, that child can begin to put together words.
Once children reach the phonetic stage of spelling, they can represent each sound they hear when spelling a word. In the transitional stage, the child begins to use conventional spelling and becomes more aware of the way they see words spelled, rather than just the sounds they hear. In the transitional stage, the child may use words they know, to spell words they don't, such as younighted for united, and highked for hiked.
As young children begin to hear separate sounds in words, they benefit from help in writing the sounds they hear, that is, from guidance in inventing spellings. Gradually, their initial invented spellings (usually one letter per word) more or less naturally give way to more complete and sophisticated invented spellings and to conventional spellings, as long as the children are reading and writing extensively.
Extensive exposure to print helps children internalize not only the spellings of particular words, but spelling patterns. Young children especially benefit from reading favorite selections again and again. 
Children benefit from guidance in developing a spelling conscience -- a concern for spelling, and a sense of when something may not be spelled correctly. For instance, as a first step toward correcting their spelling, children who are already spelling many words correctly might be encouraged to circle words in a first draft that they think might be spelled incorrectly. 
Teaching children strategies for correcting spelling is far more important than giving them the correct spelling of any particular word. Such strategies include: writing the word two or three different ways and deciding which one "looks right," locating the correct spelling in a familiar text or in print displayed in the classroom, asking someone, consulting a dictionary, or using a spelling checker on the computer or a hand-held electronic speller.

There are five common stages for learning to spell (in English): while these may not all correspond in different languages, there are many take-aways you can think about when working with young children regardless of the language they are learning. 

Precommunicative stage 

The child uses symbols from the alphabet but shows no knowledge of letter-sound correspondences. The child may also lack knowledge of the entire alphabet, the distinction between upper- and lower-case letters, and the left-to-right direction of English orthography. 

Semiphonetic stage 

The child begins to understand letter-sound correspondence and that sounds are assigned to letters. At this stage, the child often employs rudimentary logic, using single letters, for example, to represent words, sounds, and syllables (e.g., U for you). 

Phonetic stage 

The child uses a letter or group of letters to represent every speech sound that they hear in a word. Although some of their choices do not conform to conventional English spelling, they are systematic and easily understood. Examples are KOM for come and EN for in. 

Transitional stage 

The speller begins to assimilate the conventional alternative for representing sounds, moving from a dependence on phonology (sound) for representing words to a reliance on visual representation and an understanding of the structure of words. Some examples are EGUL for eagle and HIGHEKED for hiked. 

Correct stage 

The speller knows the English orthographic system and its basic rules. The correct speller fundamentally understands how to deal with such things as prefixes and suffixes, silent consonants, alternative spellings, and irregular spellings. A large number of learned words are accumulated, and the speller recognizes incorrect forms. The child's generalizations about spelling and knowledge of exceptions are usually correct. 
Description: "Word study" is an alternative to traditional spelling instruction. It is based on learning word patterns rather than memorizing unconnected words. Many teachers teach spelling by giving students a list on Monday and a test on Friday with practice in between. This type of drill and practice has earned traditional spelling instruction a reputation for being boring. That there is no big picture and no ultimate goal makes it all the more tedious – as soon as one spelling list is tested, another list takes its place. A word study program is a cohesive approach that addresses word recognition, vocabulary, and phonics as well as spelling. Word study provides students with opportunities to investigate and understand the patterns in words. Knowledge of these patterns means that students needn't learn to spell one word at a time.

Materials: Spelling word list
Procedure:

1. Introduce the spelling pattern by choosing words for students to sort.
For example, the difference between "hard c" (as in cat) and "soft c" (as in cell). After collecting many words containing the letter "c," students discover that "c" is usually hard when followed by consonants (as in clue and crayon) and the vowels "a," "o," and "u" (as in cat, cot, and cut). In contrast, "c" is usually soft when followed by "I," "e," and "y" (as in circus, celery, and cycle).

2. Encourage students to discover the pattern in their reading and writing.
3. Use reinforcement activities to help students relate this pattern to previously acquired word knowledge.
4. Teacher then tests students' pattern knowledge rather than their ability to memorize single words. For example, a teacher might have students work with twenty words during a word study cycle and then randomly test students on ten of those words. 


Description: The self-corrected spelling test is a friendly way to approach vocabulary learning. It builds a student’s word capacity as well as makes it fun to hear how to spell words correctly. It should take no more than 15 minutes a few times each week. The teacher does not grade the self-corrected spelling test; rather the students grade it themselves. Note that the teacher should decide on the words to study and students should be tested at least two times each week.
Materials: Word list chosen by teacher, paper
Procedure:

1. During the self-corrected spelling test, you orally give the words to be studied and the students copy them down as they are spoken out loud.
2. After the words have been read out loud, the teacher writes them on the chalkboard (if available). 
3. The teacher and students chorally read the letters of the word in unison (e.g. L-E-A-F- LEAF)
4. After every word has been said out loud, the students correct their own spelling mistakes including adding missing letters and removing extra letters. For each word, the student puts a circle around the first mistake, a square around the second mistake, and a triangle around the third mistake.
5.  

6. This forms the pattern and is repeated for each word. 

7. After correcting their tests, the students turn their test paper over and take the test again. This way, the teacher and student can see the errors so that they can be worked on.


Description: Hangman is a simple game that helps children practice spelling skills.

Materials: Paper on wall, chalkboard and a  writing utensil
Procedure: 

1. Choose a student to think of a word and, on the chalkboard or paper, make the hangman symbol – an upside down L.

2. The student should draw the number of spaces for each letter of the word s/he has in mind. E.g., if the word is dog, you would draw three dashes: __ __ __

3. The other players guess a letter and if it’s correct, you put the letter in the blank. If it's incorrect you put a head on the upside down L. Draw another body part for each subsequent wrong guess. The object is to guess the word before you complete the body.

 


Description:  A fun break to use kinesthetic learning to practice spelling. This example is in English.

Materials:  None
Procedure: 

1. All students stand up.

2. Leader says a word (could be teacher or a student).

3. For each letter in the word that when written extends above the line (b, d, f, h, k, l, t ), the students reach their hands over their heads. 

4. When a letter is written in between the lines (a, c, e, i, m, n, o, r, s, u, v, w, x, z), have the students put their hands on their hips.

5. Have students stretch toward their toes for letters that fall below the lines when written (g, j, p, q, y).   
Example: finally - hands would go: up, hips, hips, hips, up, up, toes.

Description:  A fun, physical way to practice spelling. Students get to move a bit and practice their spelling skills at the same time.
Materials: None
Procedure: 

1. Students forma large circle around the room. 

2. Say a spelling word and the students must each say one letter of the spelling word. For example if the word was: elephant. The first student says e, the next student says l, then e, p, h, a, n, t as each student continues. 

3. After the last letter of the word, the next student in the circle will say the word, elephant. 


Description:  Another active learning activity to promote spelling.
Materials:  Index cards (or other small pieces of paper) with spelling words written on them
Procedure:
1. Write a group of spelling words on index cards and "hide" them all over the room. Keep them in plain sight, but tape them up on different walls, on the chalkboards, on the door, on the windows, on the bookshelf, etc.
2. Give pairs or groups of students a spelling list. 
3. Instruct them to find the words in the room.  
4. When they find a word, they walk up to it. One student turns his back to the word, and spells it. If he spells it correctly, his partner will put a check next to the word on their word list. 

5. Another student in the pair or group then walks up to the same word and turns his back to it. If she spells the word aloud correctly, one student puts a check next to it on the word list. 

6. The students then go and find another word and repeat the process. 

Description: This is a simple and fun way to practice spelling. This will work with any language.
Materials:  You must construct the word search grid ahead of time. 
Procedure:
1. Create word search sheets or create a large one on the chalkboard. Put down all the spelling words first and then add letters around them.
2. See this example below of how to create a word search card:

Words to search: dog, cat, chair, mouse, shoe, house
	d
	f
	r
	m
	c
	n
	s

	o
	m
	i
	l
	a
	o
	h

	g
	o
	a
	x
	t
	o
	o

	y
	u
	h
	o
	u
	s
	e

	a
	s
	c
	p
	f
	c
	y

	i
	e
	p
	k
	g
	v
	d

	u
	t
	c
	z
	o
	b
	j


Description: Creating crossword puzzles take a bit of thought, but they are fun and not only help students with spelling but also with vocabulary. If you have access to the internet there are free online crossword generators. 
Materials: Paper, or can be created on blackboard.
Procedure:
1. Use simple categories and words to start so students get used to how a crossword puzzle works. You may have to explain and model the cross word puzzle if it is not common in the students’ culture or home experience. 
Sample: Animals
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Across
Down

1. Animal that flies
1. Animal that likes carrots 


2. Animal that scratches
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